Uongress of the United Jtates
Washington, BA 20515

November 19, 2019
Dear Commissioner Manfred,

We are writing to express our firm opposition to Major League Baseball’s radical proposal to
eliminate numerous Minor League Baseball clubs. If enacted, it would undermine the health of
the minor league system that undergirds talent development and encourages fan loyalty. It
would particularly be felt in areas far from a major league team or where tickets to a major
league game are cost-prohibitive.

Tens of millions of fans attend Minor League Baseball games each season. These professional
baseball clubs are vital components of our communities because they provide affordable, family-
friendly entertainment to members of our communities, support scores of allied businesses,
employ thousands of individuals, donate millions of dollars in charitable funds, and connect our
communities to Major League Baseball. A number of these Minor League clubs operate at a loss
but continue to persist due to strong fan support and club ownerships’ commitment to their
communities and America’s Pastime.

The abandonment of Minor League clubs by Major League Baseball would devastate our
communities, their bond purchasers, and other stakeholders affected by the potential loss of these
clubs. We want you to fully understand the impact this could have not only on the communities
we represent, but also on the long-term support that Congress has always afforded our national
pastime on a wide variety of legislative initiatives.

For over a century, Congress has taken numerous actions specifically designed to protect,
preserve, and sustain a system and structure for both Major and Minor League Baseball to
flourish.

You are the most important steward of the great game of baseball and tasked with ensuring the
popularity and love of it across the world. Reducing the number of Minor League Baseball clubs
and overhauling a century-old system that has been consistently safeguarded by Congress is not
in the best interest of the overall game of baseball, especially when Major League Baseball’s
revenues are at all-time highs.

As members of Congress who recognize the tremendous value of the Minor League system, we
ask Major League Baseball to strongly reconsider its proposed course with Minor League
Baseball and do all that it can to ensure the continuation of affiliated baseball in our
communities.

Sincerely,
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CC:

Ken Kendrick

Managing General Partner

Arizona Diamondbacks

Terry McQuirk

Chairman

Atlanta Braves

Peter Angelos

Chairman of the Board/CEO

Baltimore Orioles

John Henry Principal Owner Boston Red Sox
Tom Ricketts Chairman Chicago Cubs
Jerry Reinsdorf Chairman Chicago White Sox

Robert H. Castellini

President/CEO

Cincinnati Reds

Paul Dolan Chairman & CEO Cleveland Indians
Dick Monfort Owner/Chairman/CEO Colorado Rockies
Christopher Illitch |Chairman & CEO Detroit Tigers

Jim Crane Owner & Chairman Houston Astros
David Glass Chief Executive Officer Kansas City Royals
Arte Moreno Chairman & CEO Los Angeles Angels

Stan Kasten

President/CEO

Los Angeles Dodgers

Bruce Sherman

Chairman & Principal Owner

Miami Marlins

Mark Attanasio

Chairman & Principal Owner

Milwaukee Brewers

Jim Pohlad Owner, Executive Chairman Minnesota Twins
Fred Wilpon Chairman & Chief Executive Officer New York Mets
Harold M i P Co-

arP an'agmg General Partner/Co New York Yankees
Steinbrenner Chairperson
Dave Kaval President Oakland Athletics

John S. Middleton

Managing Partner

Philadelphia Phillies

Neil Leibman

Co-Chairman & Managing Partner

Bob Nutting Chairman Pittsburgh Pirates
Peter Seidler Generafl Partnfer/Ownership : San Diego Padres
Ron Fowler Executive Chairman/Ownership

Larry Baer President & CEO San Francisco Giants
John Stanton Chairman & Managing Partner Seattle Mariners

Bill DeWitt, Jr. Chairman & Chief Executive Officer St. Louis Cardinals
Stuart Sternberg Principal Owner Tampa Bay Rays

Ray Davis Co-Chairman & Managing Partner

Texas Rangers

Mark Shapiro

President & CEQ

Toronto Blue Jays

Mark D. Lerner

Managing Principal Owner

Washington Nationals

Rob Manfred

Commissioner

Dan Halem

Deputy Commissioner, Baseball
Administration & CLO

MLB

Morgan Sword

SVP, League Economics & Operations

Reed MacPhail

VP, League Economics & Operations
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